STORE SPOTLIGHT

The Station offers
locals and travelers
liquor and more

Major expansion,
dedicated staff
make the store a
one-stop shop
BY LEE KAHRS
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S

ure, The Station looks like any
other gas station and convenience
store as you drive in, but step
inside and look up.
Lining the tops of the walls
around the store are large blackand-white photos from the area’s
historical past. Did you know that
Amelia Earhart touched down here
at the Twin State Airport in 1933,

or that the circus used to parade
through town, elephants and all, in
the 1880s? There are images of the
historic 1927 flood in downtown
White River Junction, Hartford Village
in the 1880s, and women working in
the Quechee Woolen Mills circa 1900.
“I always look for my great-grandmother in that one,” said longtime
cashier Tabatha Molloy. “I know she
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We meet all kinds
of people.
— CHARLOTTE WHITE,
CASHIER

Store Manager Judy
Audette (left) and longtime cashier Tabatha
Molloy enjoy greeting
customers from far and
wide at The Station in
White River Junction.
— photo by Lee Kahrs

worked at the woolen mill back in
the day, but I can’t tell if she’s in
that photo.”
The Station started selling
liquor on Dec. 21, 2021, just in
time for Christmas, and business
has been picking up ever since.
The move filled a major void in the
area, as local folks had to travel
over the state line to nearby West
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Lebanon, NH, to buy their spirits, and those
stores close at 7 p.m.
“Each week, we’re building up more and
more business,” said Store Manager Julie Audette. “We’re getting a lot of positive feedback. A lot of people are glad we’re here.”
By the time you read this, Station owner
Summit Distributing will have completed
a major expansion of the building, offering
travelers more choices, including a Crispy
Crunchy Chicken eatery, a deli, a bakery
and a coffee shop, as well as expanded
restrooms. The liquor and convenience
store part of the establishment will expand
as well.
Molloy said Summit Distributing leased
the building up until two years ago, when
the company decided to run the store
directly.
In February, The Station was looking
for help, and lots of it. Audette said 40-45
people were needed to staff the place once
the expansion is complete.
The Station is located on Sykes Mountain
Rd., just off “The Pretzel,” the interchange
of Interstates 91 and 89, off a new rotary
on the outskirts of downtown White River
Junction. The location between those major
thoroughfares, and the fact that it is also a
Greyhound Bus Station, make The Station a
key stop for travelers from all over.
“We meet all kinds of people,” cashier Charlotte White said as she rang up a customer.

It’s good to have
a place like this
to stop and take
a break from
the bus.
— NALEE JENTY,
CUSTOMER

Just passing
through,
Nalee
Needs Caption for all three
Jenty of Montreal
photos.
is pleased
the
— photo
by Lee by
Kahrs
variety of offerings
available at The
Station.
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Tabatha Molloy points out the
area's history on display.

Molloy said she met a cyclist who
biked across the U.S. and took a bus
from White River back home.
“We get hikers in the summer who
do the same thing,” she said. “Even in
the winter.”
While the pandemic has slowed

bus service from 15 buses a day to
just three, the ladies at The Station
are busy. During the interview, a bus
arrived and suddenly there was a line
at the register.
Nalee Jenty of Montreal was on
her way home after visiting
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Customers will find well-curated
displays of products by local
small-batch distillers.
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Each week, we’re
building up more and
more business. We’re
getting a lot of positive
feedback. A lot of
people are glad
we’re here.
— JULIE AUDETTE, STORE MANAGER

family in Boston. She was pleasantly surprised to see the array of wines and spirits
in the store, as well as snacks and sundries.
“It’s good to have a place like this to stop
and take a break from the bus,” she said.
Before the pandemic, The Station was
open 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
and once the expansion is completed,
Audette said they hope to return to roundthe-clock hours. Only time will tell.
Audette was hired as a cashier in
September after moving to White River
from Florida to care for her father. Within a
month, she went from casher to assistant
manager to manager.
“We know talent when we see it,” Molloy
said with a smile. Asked how long she has
been at the store, Molloy replied, “I came
with the building.”
Audette said she loves her job and her
co-workers, and is looking forward to the
completed expansion and the additional
responsibility that will come with managing
the entire location for Summit.
“I’m excited,” she said. “I’m looking
forward to it. There’s always something to
learn, and I enjoy learning new things.”
She looked to White and Molloy as another wave of customers entered the store.
“I’ve got my right hand and my left hand
here,” she said. “With a positive attitude, anything is possible.”
“Send help!” Molloy added with a smile.
The Station is open Monday-Saturday, 6
a.m.- 11 p.m., and Sunday, 6 a.m.-10 p.m.

The Station Market
White River Junction, VT
(802) 698-8486
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