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Main Street near the center of town. A quick 
look at the location, which was built in 1836 
and listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1971, reveals more insight into the 

convivial shopkeeper’s unique approach to  
doing business. The three-and-a-half story, 
brick building features a gabled roof, six  
columns and a front façade topped by a  

S nowbirds tend to relocate from the 
colder northeast states to Florida — but 
Rice Yordy isn’t your typical snowbird.

The owner of Windsor Wine and Spirits, 
Yordy was born in Kansas and grew up in the 
Sunshine State. Then 18 years ago he found his 
way to his new home in Vermont — and be-
hind the counter of his eastern Vermont shop.

“I thought I was retiring,” Yordy says of the 
decision to head north. “My wife is Brooklyn 
born-and-raised, and we wanted to be closer 
to her side of the family in New York and New 
Jersey. I wasn’t interested in those states, but 
New England interested me.”

Not long after arriving in Windsor, he  
purchased the business.

“I thought Windsor was ready for a nice 
little wine store,” he says. “I saw the potential 
of buying the store, with a liquor agency, and 
turning the front half into a wine store, which is 
what I’ve done.”

Windsor Wine and Spirits is tucked into the 
first floor of the Windsor House, right along 
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Windsor Wine and Spirits is located on 
the first floor of the Windsor House,  
on Main Street  in the center  
of Windsor.
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Federal style fan — a far cry from the typical 
shop found in many communities.

“Windsor was once the most populated 
town in Vermont, and at one time the capital,” 
Yordy says. “And this place really is quite a 
structure. Teddy Roosevelt spent a night here 
when he was visiting his Secretary of State.”

The unique look fit the vision Yordy had for 
the store. After taking over in 2006, he put his 
plan into motion and began serving residents 
(and the occasional traveler passing through 
on the way to or from Mount Ascutney) with 
personal, attentive service. It’s a philosophy 
that comes from Yordy himself.

“I think the store is best known for the 
congeniality of the owner, if I was going to 
blow my own horn,” Yordy says, laughing. 
“People know that if they come in here and 
there’s something they want, I’ll try to acquire 
it for them.  

“That’s one of our main things — we may be 
limited in the services we can provide as a state 
store, we can’t deliver per se, but what we can 
do is make it more convenient to shop here 
rather than across the Connecticut River.”

Step inside the shop and visitors discover a 
selection of fine wines in the front of the store, 
(“these are wines from small vineyards, not 
grocery store chains — I try to differentiate my-
self”) and the liquor agency toward the back. 
It’s there that Yordy has created a Vermont 
products section, featuring many of the spirits 
produced in the Green Mountain state.

“One of the best sellers is the SILO Vodka,” he 
says. “The SILO distillery is located right here in 
town. What makes it so good is that he (Head 
Distiller Chris Maggiolo) uses 100 percent Ver-
mont raised corn. He prides himself on using 
Vermont products when he’s making his liquor.”

Yordy’s detailed knowledge of the products 
on the shelves is part of what keeps customers 
coming back. 60 to 70 percent of his visitors 
are return customers, Yordy says.

“I think they really enjoy the layout of the 
store,” he says. “Especially when they first come 
in and realize it’s a historic building. There’s a 
real charm about it. People need to come in 
and visit to get a good feel of what historic 
Vermont is like — with a homey touch.”

And what does Yordy appreciate about 
opening the doors each day?

“It’s the people,” he says. “And I like the small 
town feel. People come in and I know their first 
names, and they know my first name. I really 
like that.”   

Stock Your Bar for Less
Check out our website to  
find upcoming monthly  
promotions, discounts,  
and bargains on liquors and  
spirits available statewide.  
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