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BY BILL BURKE 

With apologies to whoever coined the original, and slightly different phrase  
usually heard around last-call: “You have to go home, and you can stay here.”

Since the stay-at-home order was issued and the coronavirus 
has forced people to stay inside and avoid congregating in large 
numbers, cocktail enthusiasts have had an opportunity to brush 
up on their mixologist skills. Quite often, however, the biggest 
challenge is knowing where to start. Luckily, there are plenty of 
apps to help with that.

Spending a little time perfecting their bartending expertise, 
especially with a little guidance provided by one of these help-
ful apps and a smart device, could pay dividends in the coming 

weeks and months. A little practice could lead to a higher social 
standing among your house party guests — once it's safe to 
host such gatherings — or it could even lead to a new career  
(or an increase in tips, if you're already pursuing the craft). 

Recreating classic sippers (or even some of the more com-
plicated craft cocktails) with what you've got in your home bar 
can turn a mundane evening into a virtual night out at a swanky 
establishment. 

Here's eight great apps to get you started.

Polish Your Mixology Skills With These Helpful  
(and Free!) Apps Every Home Bartender Should Download

8The Great
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▲ Distiller
Billed as “your personal liquor expert,” this app 
will get you started on the right foot by advis-
ing what you'll need. It provides recommenda-
tions on what to choose when you're stocking 
up at home (something we're all doing these 
days). And when you are doing that, you can 
turn to the Distiller app for expert reviews on 
spirits from around the world. 

44451_Mantuano Shelf Talker.pdf     Page 1    May 18, 2018    12:40:33
REDISCOVER  RUM.

DISCOVER DIPLOMÁTICO.
RONDIPLOMATICO.COM
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Price: $34.99
Code: #43636

®

&
Introducing the new 
Russian Standard 
RTD Moscow mule

PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. RUSSIAN STANDARD® VODKA. PRODUCT OF RUSSIA. 100% GRAIN. 40% ALC/VOL. ©2019 IMPORTED BY ROUST USA, NY, NY.

VT Code# 063348
Russian Standard  
RTD Moscow Mule 
$9.99 4-pack 

VT Code #35109 
Russian Standard Vodka 

$18.99 

▼ Cocktail Flow
Much like the cooking apps that show you 
what to make based on what's left in your 
refrigerator, this app offers up cocktail recipes 
that show how to build a drink with what 
you've got on hand. The "My Bar, My Cabinet" 
section provides great options for home 
mixologists with a mix-and-match collection 
of bottles and no real direction. Recipes range 
from classic to playful. Browse recipes by cate-
gory, base, type or strength, and wander (vir-
tually) through the updated and overhauled 
library of curated and verified recipes.
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MIXOLOGY: BARTENDER APPS

DRIVE HAMMERED 
GET NAILED

▲ Brainscape Bartender 
Here's a unique way to hone your burgeoning 
bartender skills. These flashcards provide a fast, 
efficient way to learn bartending facts and termi-
nology. Brainscape will set you up with expertly 
curated decks of flashcards, a way to study it on 
your smart device, track your progress and study 
with friends. 

     Mr. Moody
Mix up cocktails based 
on your mood. In a 
vodka mood? In a rum 
mood? Whiskey? Recipes 
are categorized by spirit, 
but also by profession-
al bartenders and by 
nation. Users can also 
search for legendary 
and popular pubs in 
Asia, Australia, Europe, 
the U.S., the U.K. or 
South America. You'll 
get location, hours, info 
and even a map to help you find the place if 
you're feeling the travel itch. Choose “Make Cool 
Stuff” and you'll be led through creating syrups, 
garnish, different liquors and even unique ice — 
perfectly clear or shaped.

▼ BarSim
A game designed to train you in the mixing arts. 
Practice, play and compete against your friends 
or other players. You'll be judged on everything 

from glassware 
and ingredients 
to technique and 
garnish. The more 
you play, and win, 
the more tips you'll 
earn, allowing you 
to use better bar 
tools and become 
more efficient and 
skilled.

▼

▼
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     Highball
If you're good at 
what you do and 
you want to share 
it — and learn from 
other enthusiasts 
and experts — 
Highball is for you. 
Think you've got an 
amazing idea for an 
innovative cocktail? 
Take it to Highball. 
Users can create a 
shareable recipe card 
with ingredients, 
instructions and even an image. Also, it's devel-
oped by the people who created The Neat Ice Kit 
and the Simple Syrup Kit (both perfect for your 
at-home cocktails).

Stock Your Bar for Less
Check out our website to  
find upcoming monthly  
promotions, discounts  
and bargains on liquors and  
spirits available statewide.  

802spirits.com

▲ The Liquor Cabinet
This one's for someone just getting into shaking, 
stirring and sipping. Led by experts, this app 
offers great advice for beginners. To make it even 
easier to follow along, each recipe comes with 
a list of ingredients, instructions and an image 
of what it'll look like if you do it right. Best of all, 
you'll find the story behind the cocktail, which is 
what it's all about anyway — a great story. 

▼ 8,500+ Drink Recipes
It's all right there in the title. Need to know 
how to whip up a Lemon Drop? Easy. Looking 
for a great punch recipe — it's got a category 
built around it. One fun element is the “random” 
generator. Tap 
on the dice  
graphic and  
then shake 
your phone 
for an 
unexpected 
solution. 
(In the 
interest of 
science: 
We got 
the Fuzzy 
Bullet — a peach 
schnapps-based drink.)
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