
6 | 802spirits.com u  S E P T E M B E R  2018 Please drink responsibly.

MIXOLOGY

Maple 
Madness           

Sipping the State’s  
Signature Flavor

Vermont does a number of things really well. Its renowned cheese 
and dairy, breathtaking ski resorts and even its home-grown ice 
cream draw legions of visitors to the northeast annually. 

But when it comes to maple products, 
Vermont takes a back seat to no one. The 
purest, most sought-after maple syrup 
comes from the Green Mountain State. In 
2018, Vermont once again led the nation in 
making maple syrup, producing nearly two 
million gallons of the sweet stuff. 

So when it comes to maple liqueurs or 
cocktails with a maple influence, the locals 
have a particularly discerning palate. Only 
the best will do, and luckily, Vermont’s distill-
ers know they’ve got the finest ingredients 
available right in their own back yard. Here is 

a selection of spirits that provide a taste  
of Vermont, using the best of what the 
region has to offer.

Dunc’s Maple Rum, produced by St. Johns-
bury Distillery, is a unique combination of 
handcrafted syrup and small batch rum. The 
result is a perfect, warming concoction great 
for the shorter days that come hand-in-hand 
with the state’s vivid autumnal changes. As 
the temperatures start to slowly dip, it’s a 
great time to revisit the classic Hot Toddy — 
but with a maple twist.

The Maple 
Marquis 
Recipe on page 8

➤
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Maple Hot Toddy
courtesy stjdistillery.com

 2  ounces Dunc’s Maple Rum
 2  ounces hot water
 3  whole cloves
  Cinnamon stick
  Lemon

Combine ingredients in a mug or teacup and 
garnish with a cinnamon stick and lemon.

Visit St. Johnsbury Distillery: 1350 Main St.,  
St. Johnsbury • stjdistillery.com

Located in Marlboro, the small, family run 
Vermont Distillers produces a pair of perennial 
favorites: Metcalfe’s Vermont Maple Cream 
Liqueur — its flagship product — and Met-
calfe’s Maple Liqueur. Either can be sipped or 
added to coffee for a delicious pick-me-up, but 
a number of creative cocktails bring out the 
authentic flavors of Vermont maple syrup.

Blueberry Pancake
courtesy vermontdistillers.com

 1  ounce Metcalfe’s Vermont  
  Maple Cream Liqueur
 1  ounce blueberry vodka

Combine ingredients in a shot glass and serve.

Creamy Maple Soda
courtesy vermontdistillers.com

 1  ounce Metcalfe’s  
  Vermont Maple Liqueur
 4  ounces seltzer
 ½  ounce milk

Stir ingredients  
and serve chilled  
or over ice, in a  
highball or tapered  
beer glass.

Visit Vermont Distillers:  
7755 Route 9 East,  
West Marlboro 

Continued on  
next page

➤

Be the Life  
of the Party!
Be a Designated Driver
Don’t Drink and Drive or  
Let Friends Drink and Drive.
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SINGLE MALT DISRUPTED

Winner, Double Gold 
San Francisco World 
Spirits Competition

95 Points | “Extraordinary, 
Ultimate Recommendation”

 

Ultimate Spirits Challenge 2017

TASTING NOTES

VT Code
#5201
Retail:
$44.99 

COLOR 
Bright gold

86 PROOF 
 

AROMA 
Honey, pear, and 
apple, with hints of 
almond and citrus

PALATE 
Apple pie 
crust, caramel, 
and vanilla 

FINISH 
Lingering fruit 
with subtle hints 

 

of spice

Glen Grant® Single Malt Scotch Whisky, 43% alc./vol. (86 Proof). Campari America, San Francisco, CA. 

SHARE RESPONSIBLY. GLENGRANT.COM

@GlenGrantUS

SingleMaltDisrupted.com

@GlenGrantUS Facebook.com/GlenGrantUS

Crafted under the care of  
world-renowned Master Distiller 
Dennis Malcolm, recipient of:

•
     
Outstanding Achievement in the   

 

      Scotch Whisky Industry, IWSC 2015

•     Whisky Advocate’s 22nd Annual   
      Lifetime Achievement Award

PROOF OF  
CONCEPT? CHECK  
OUR TROPHY CASE.

WINE ENTHUSIAST

Produced by Saxtons River Distillery, Sapling 
Maple Liqueur is bold but smooth, crafted in 
small batches and matured in American oak. 
Try it neat, in coffee or in a cocktail.

Maple Martini
courtesy saxtonsriverdistillery.com

 1½  ounces vodka
 1  ounce Sapling Maple Liqueur
 ½  ounce orange liqueur
 ½  ounce lemon juice

Shake ingredients briskly in a mixing  
glass with ice. Strain to a martini glass.

Saxtons River also produces  
Sapling Maple Bourbon — a blend  
of American bourbon whiskey and select 
Vermont maple syrup. A second maturation 
in American oak creates a balanced, smooth 
maple bourbon whiskey bottled at 70 proof.

Maple Bourbon Milkshake
courtesy saxtonsriverdistillery.com

 2  ounces of Sapling Maple Bourbon
 1  ounce vodka
 6  ounces vanilla ice cream
 1  ounce maple syrup

Whip ingredients in a blender until smooth. 
Pour into a highball glass. Garnish with 
whipped cream, maple syrup and a cherry.

Visit Saxtons River Distillery: 485 West River Road, 
Brattleboro • saxtonsriverdistillery.com

Everything about Vermont Spirits Distilling Co.’s 
No. 14 Maple Spirit is unique. The distiller is 
known for its in-house, hand-built approach 
and how it places importance on local agri-
culture, so the flavor is both authentic and a 
perfect example of the terroir of the region.

No. 14 Maple Spirit starts with the same 
fermented maple it uses for its award-winning 
Vermont Gold Vodka. It is then aged in  
Hungarian oak barrels until it takes on a warm, 
amber color and a smooth, bold flavor.

The Maple Marquis
courtesy vermontspirits.com

 1½  ounces No. 14 Maple Spirit
 1  ounce Lillet Rouge
 ½  ounce Grand Marnier
  Orange slice for garnish

Fill a mixing glass with ice, then add No. 14  
Maple Spirit, Lillet Rouge and Grand Marnier. 
Stir until well chilled. Strain into an Old Fash-
ioned glass with ice. Garnish with orange slice.

Visit Vermont Spirits Distilling Co.: 5573 Woodstock 
Road, White River Junction • vermontspirits.com

MIXOLOGY: MAPLE  MADNESS

Enjoy  
Vermont  
in every  
season.
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Smugglers’ Notch Distillery has captured  
the quintessential Vermont flavor in its  
Smuggler’s Notch Maple Bourbon. It’s crafted 
by infusing its 2016 World Spirits Competition 
gold medal winning straight bourbon whiskey 
with 100 percent pure, organic Vermont maple 
syrup that has been aged in Smugglers’ used 
bourbon barrels. The result: a whiskey with a 
rich, spicy, charred oak flavor with sweet maple 
tones. It is bourbon-forward with a hint of 
maple on the nose. Notes of honey and oak on 
entry are followed by cinnamon, maple and 
smoky vanilla flavors. 

Maple Bourbon Bacon Brothers
 2  ounces Smuggler’s Notch Maple Bourbon
 1  dash Angostura bitters
 1  teaspoon super fine sugar
 1  crisply-fried slice of smoked  
  maple-cured bacon for garnish

Combine  bourbon, bitters and sugar in a 
mixing glass. Add ice and stir about 45 times. 
Strain into a tapered rocks glass. Garnish with 
crisp bacon and serve. 

Visit Smugglers’ Notch Distillery tasting rooms:  
276 Main St., Jeffersonville • 2657 Waterbury Stowe 
Road, Waterbury Center • 28 Church St., Burlington  
smugglersnotchdistillery.com

Mad River Distillers’ Maple Cask Rum takes 
what’s best about Vermont maple syrup and  
its own First Run Rum — distilled from 100 
percent demerara sugar — and creates a rich, 
complex spirit.

The distillers/mad scientists at Mad River 
trade barrels with syrup maker Al Wood, who 
then returns their rum barrels when he’s done 
aging his syrup in them. The rum is then trans-
ferred into those maple cured barrels, passing 
along aromas of tropical fruits and delicious 
butterscotch flavors on the palate. 

ON OUR COVER 
Hard Pressed
courtesy madriverdistillers.com

 2  ounces Maple Cask Rum
 1  ounce apple cider
 2  dashes Angostura bitters
  Cinnamon stick for garnish

In a shaker, combine ice, Maple Cask Rum, 
Angostura bitters and apple cider. Shake until 
frosty and strain into a chilled cocktail glass. 
Garnish with a cinnamon stick.

Visit Mad River Distillers: Burlington Tasting Room  
at 137 St. Paul St., Burlington • Warren Distillery  
and the Waitsfield Tasting Room at 89 Mad River 
Green, Waitsfield

Pendleton® Canadian Rye Whisky. 40% Alc./Vol. (80 proof). ©2018 Proximo, 
Jersey City, NJ. Please drink responsibly. LET’ER BUCK and the bucking horse 
logo are registered trademarks of The Pendleton Round-Up Association. 
PENDLETON is a registered trademark of Pendleton Woolen Mills.

OUT HERE THIS IS 
A PENTHOUSE VIEW8 8 8 8

OUT HERE WHISKY
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WHISKY

Connect with us online! 

Visit the 802Spirits website to see  
upcoming sales information, events  
and to place special orders.  You can  

also follow us on Facebook at  
802SpiritsVTDLC to be the first  
to know about highly allocated  

product raffles.

802spirits.com 


